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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BP 

SUBJ: NEW CHIEF MINISTER OF SOLOMON ISLANDS 

1 . PRESS AND RADIO HAVE REPORTED THAT AFTER SIX SECRET 
BALLOTS PETER KENILOREA (MEMBER FROM EAST ARE ARE, 
MALAITA) WAS CHOSEN CHIEF MINISTER OF SOLOMON ISALNDS 
IN SURPRISE DEFEAT OF SOLOMON MAMALONI. 

2. KENILOREA, WHO WAS EDUCATED IN THE SOLOMONS, IN 

NEW ZEALAND AND AT USP, WAS SECRETARY IN CHIEF MINISTER'S 
DEPARTMENT AND CLOSE POLITICAL ADVISOR OF MAMALONI UNTIL 
THEY HAD A DISAGREEMENT, ACCORDING TO AUSTRALIANS. HE 
THEN LEFT CHIEF MINISTER S OFFICE AND BECAME DISTRICT 
COMMISSIONER IN MALAITA. HE STOOD FOR THE ARE ARE 
CONSTITUENCY IN 1973 BUT WAS DEFEATED. HE WAS UNOPPOSED 
IN THE 1976 ELECTION. 

3. A SOLOMON ISLANDER ON THE STAFF OF UPNG TOLD US 
THAT KENILOREA AND MAMALONI ARE STILL ON GOOD TERMS 
AND THAT MAMALONI MAY WELL BE IN NEW CABINET. 
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SERIOUS, AND MAMALONI MAY BE GLAD TO HAVE MALAITAN 
(SUCH AS KENILOREA) TAKE THE HELM WHILE THESE 
PROBLEMS ARE BEING WORKED OUT. 

4. COMMENT: IT WAS GENERALLY EXPECTED THAT 
MAMALONI WOULD BE REFLECTED. VERY LITTLE INFORMATION 
IS AVAILABLE HERE ABOUT KENILOREA, BUT HE SEEMS TO 
BE WOEFULLY INEXPERIENCED FOR THE JOB. AS FAR AS WE 
ARE AWARE, HIS ONLY POLITICAL EXPERIENCE WAS BRIEF 
PERIOD IN MAMALONI'S OFFICE. AN INTERESTING POINT 
IS EMERGENCE OF A MALAITA BLOC IN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
HEADED BY A MALAITAN CHIEF MINISTER. BOTH HONIARA 
MEMBERS ARE IN FACT MALAITANS, AND AS MALAITA IS THE 
MOST POPULOUS ISLAND, THIS WILL BE AN IMPORTANT 
GROUP. SIGNIFICANCE LIES IN FACT THAT MALAITANS 
ARE GENERALLY DISLIKED THROUGHOUT SOLOMONS, AND 
EMERGENCE OF MALAITA BLOC WILL PROBABLY BE A 
DIVISIVE FACTOR IN AN ALREADY UNSTABLE SITUATION. 
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